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HOW TO READ INDIA
BETWEEN THE LINE

Manosi Lahiri’s Mapping India will engage, inspire and
enthrall an untapped reader base of wannabe cartographers
and history buffs to the rare treasures that size up the
contours and corners of subcontinental India, as

Fiona Fernandez was to unearth

Mapping India
APPears ominous
to the lay reader
— tell us about the
urnd

research? What
went through your

mind as you began
! work?

Over the years, it

has come 10 my

notice that as a
nation we are quite unaware of our
-:ardt;:ngxaphic hli;tamy 1 felt the remedy
to the situation lay in i 0~
pkmrﬂdabmnhmvandwﬁol:ehﬂ
nations made maps of this country, 1
began by reading books and visiting
map repositories to see their collec-
tions. 1 planned 1o include many maps
to illustrate the text. It was then that 1
realised the enormity of the task 1 had
set myself. 1 hope other researchers
will take on from where my book ends.

tha crnppel:w the unexpected

t up,

ones in particular?

It was daunting to get permission from
authorities in India to photograph the
relevant I sourced many manu-
script maps from the National Archives
of India. Often, the map sheets stored
there were so , brittle or faded,
that it was a t ical challenge to

Manosi Lahiri

reproduce them in the book. But we
finally got over these problems by
selecting illustrative sections from the
map sheets and involving expert pho-
tographers and technicians. These
problems did not occur when sotircing
from foreign libraries because they
lhﬁjyﬁ]:uld much of their resources in

igital form and are ready to give per-
mission to publish them.

Which region of India was most
difficult to procure maps d,"an?‘ Why?
| have not been able to find maps of the
Himalayan mountain ranges, the
northeast hills and parts of central
India. I believe topographical maps of
these areas exist with the government,
but for the purpose of this book, my
interest was general historical maps
and I have found very few for these
areas,

Maps of old were created in a most

interesting manner, with

illustrations and other informative
; has that era passed on,

Admittedly, older maps are visually
appealing, but modern maps have a
great deal of accurate and current
information embedded in them.
llustrations on old maps did not
always make them more reliable,
Adding graphics was often the means
to distract from obvious lack of infor-
mation. | believe very attractive maps
are still produced, but the content and
miotifs have changed over the years.

Duffing Section staff at work at the Survey
of India, Calcutta, [B90s-191

Most of the in the book am,

to have heﬂnms-oﬂrmd from the i
British Library in London; how: did
this happen?

Yes, several are sourced from Thue Map
Library, which is a vast and fine coollec-
ton of of the erstwhile EBritish
Empire and rare world atlasess, But
there is another reason. While : India
was surveyed by the British thnrough

the nineteenth century, the mapss were | st

compiled and published in Britzain. It

was only later that they were alsco pub- | g
lished in India. So naturally, my ssearch |
led me to the British Library and | Royal |

Geographical Society, where these
maps can be found today. Also, , these
insttutions have well-establisheed sys-

tems that help authors to use= their |

TESQUICEs,
fiona fernandes@mid-day.com
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(Top) Untitled
map to Mustrate
the travels of
Dutch
missionary and
traveller van
Linscoten ta
Goa; published
in 1596,

(Right) A map of
the |sland of
Bombay and
Sallsat by
Samual
Thornton,

publizhed in




